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I. OVERVIEW 
 
=7+893*#
Daemen University has developed this biosafety manual in compliance with the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standard, "Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne 
Pathogens.” The standard requires the use of specific precautions with all clinical specimens of 
blood or other potentially infectious material. This manual describes guidelines and rules for 
safe operation of laboratories and 
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J00*33#
The facilities are for the exclusive use of Daemen staff and students affiliated with and working 
on specifically approved research projects as well as students enrolled in a laboratory course. 
Other use requires approval of the Director of the facility. 
 
(+,*42/2,94#29#:/;#=+90*57+*3#
All student users must read the lab procedure guide and attend an orientation session led by a 
Daemen staff member. For laboratory courses, the first class meeting provides an introduction 
to the lab and a discussion of the appropriate safety procedures. Students are expected to sign 
a copy of the laboratory rules and submit the copy as indication of their understanding of the 
appropriate procedures. New staff members should meet with the laboratory coordinator for a 
similar orientation session. 
 
O*<3#
Keys are issued to approved Daemen staff members. Sharing of keys or permitting 
unauthorized access to the facility is not allowed. Students are not typically given keys to 
chemistry laboratories. Access to facilities can be provided by Daemen Security, provided that 
prior approval from the appropriate faculty supervisor is given. 
 
@97+3#9?#(8*+/2,94#
The laboratory facilities are open to approved faculty researchers both day and night, weekdays 
and weekends. Students in classes may not be in laboratory rooms (except DS 212) without a 
faculty or staff member present. If a student is completing independent research, his or her 
faculty research mentor is responsible for supervision in the laboratory setting. Certain 
instruments and procedures may be restricted to the normal work day, or only allowed in the 
presence of a designated staff member. 
 
L9H872*+#P3*#
Computers are available for Natural Sciences faculty, staff and students in DS 212. As noted in 
the departmental student handbook, students must submit an application prior to using these 
computers. Excessive printing will result in loss of privilege. Computer abuse is a violation of 
University policy. 
 
L9HH74,0/2,94#+*I/+5,4I#0E/4I*3#29#2E,3#@/45;99M#
E-mail will be the primary mechanism for notification of changes in procedure, facilities or 
equipment.
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III. LABORATORY PRACTICES 
 
62/45/+5#:/;9+/29+<#6/?*2<#=+/02,0*3#
 

• No eating, drinking or smoking is permitted. 
• Pipetting by mouth is strictly prohibited. 
• Storage of food and drink is limited to non-laboratory areas. 
• Cosmetics and/or lip balm must not be applied in the labs. 
• Proper hygiene includes frequent hand washing, especially prior to leaving the 

laboratory. 
• Lab coats or special clothing required in containment areas must be worn, buttoned, 

in the laboratory and removed when moving outside of the laboratory. 
• Gloves must be worn whenever potentially biohazardous materials are handled. 
• Glass and sharp objects must be disposed of in specially marked containers. 
• Lab benches must be cleaned regularly. In the event of spills or contamination 

cleanup is to be done immediately. 
• 
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7. 
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>,3,29+3#
Visitors should be escorted through laboratory facilities and should not enter a laboratory 
without appropriate eyewear, if experiments requiring eye protection are in progress. Only 
approved faculty or staff may escort visitors into lab facilities. 
 
6275*42#629+/I*#
A limited amount of storage space, mostly in the form of small drawers, is available for student 
use in the laboratories. These drawers should be kept neat and emptied at the end of the 
semester or termination of the research project. Personal belongings left in departmental 
facilities may be discarded. 
 
=E94*3#
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3. All secondary containers of biohazardous material samples will be labeled with, a. 
the name of the infectious agent(s), b. the universal biohazard symbol, and c. the 
name of the person responsible. 
 

 
Accidents 
 
:/;9+/29+<#68,113#
Despite precautions, accidental spills can be expected to occur in the laboratory. When
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V. BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE 
 
Physically dangerous waste and sharps waste is defined as discarded items that may cause 
punctures or cuts to include: hypodermic needles/syringes, Pasteur pipettes, scalpel blades, 
and disposable razors. Glass will be disposed of in appropriate glass boxes. Control and 
disposal of sharps must comply with the following requirements: 
 

1. Sharps must be segregated from other wastes and disposed of in leakproof, rigid, 
puncture resistant, shatterproof containers. These containers are supplied by your 
departments. 

1. Place all other biohazardous waste into 
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VI. EMERGENCIES 
 
=+90*57+*3#
In the event an emergency should arise, the following procedures should be followed: 
 

• If it is of a serious nature that requires police, rescue squad and/or ambulance, dial 911 
immediately. 

• Always call Security at#WY!Z[. Give them the precise location and the name of the 
individual(s) involved. Security will assist medical authorities in finding their way around 
campus. &2#,3#,H8*+/2,)*#2E/2#6*07+,2<#,3#/1*+2*5#29#/4<#*H*+I*40<' 

• If the emergency involves a student, Security will alert the Student Affairs office, as well 
as Susan Girard, Health Services Coordinator, so she can assist the emergency team by 
providing pertinent information (e.g., allergies to medications) in the event the student 
cannot speak for him/herself. Only essential information will be released. Confidentiality 
of health records is safeguarded at all times. 

• In our efforts to maintain confidentiality, individuals should remove themselves from the 
immediate emergency area once assistance has arrived. This will not only give better 
access to rescue personnel, it will help ensure that confidential information is not 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Daemen Staff Special Responsibilities 
 
Natural Sciences Department Chair: Dr. Diane Ramos 
 
Chemical Safety Officer: Mr. Derrick Swartz 
 
Director of Natural and Health Sciences Research Center: Dr. Laura Edsberg 
 
Director of Physical Plant Maintenance and Safety Officer: Ms. Lori Zimpfer-Caccamise 
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APPENDIX 2 

Federal Regulations: Websites 
 
 
OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration/DOL 
http://www.osha.gov 
 
Chemical Hygiene (Lab) 
http://www.osha-slc.gov/OshStd_data/1910_1450.html 
 
Bloodborne Pathogens 
http://www.osha-slc.gov/OshStd_data/1910_1030.html 
 
Personal Protective Equipment 
http://www.osha-slc.gov/OshStd_toc/OSHA_Std_toc_1910_SUBPART_I.html 
 
Formaldehyde 
http://www.osha-slc.gov/OshStd_data/1910_1048.html 
 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health/HHS 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/HHS 
http://www.cdc.gov/ 
 
Office of Safety and Health 
http://www.cdc.gov/od/ohs/ 
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APPENDIX 3: Table 3 A S?+9H#LCL#:/boratory Information: 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/labissues/#biosafety)#
 

 
See attached table.  
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